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Times Leader & Weis Markets Year of Giving

As a local company, we believe in giving 
back to the communities we serve.

We are pleased to support 
CASA OF LUZERNE COUNTY. 
A non-profit child advocacy 

organization recruiting, training, and 
supporting a network of volunteers to 

represent the best interests of children 
in their respective communities. 

Year ofGiving

visit us at www.weismarkets.com or connect with us on social media 

WILKES-BARRE — Right now in Luzerne County, 
there are 440 children who are in a house they cannot 
call home — having been removed from their families 
because they have experienced physical or sexual 
abuse or serious physical neglect.

Two years ago, Court Appointed Special Advocate 
— CASA — of Luzerne County had 21 advocates 
serving 30 of children. Today there are now 42 advo-
cates serving 61 children.

“We are so thankful for the program’s growth and 
the community’s generous response, but we are even 
more focused on reaching the remaining 379 children 
who are in need of a volunteer advocate,” said John 
Aciukewicz, Esq., CASA’s executive director. “When 
a judge appoints a CASA volunteer, it is to one case 
and one child or sibling group. Our goal is ’90 in ’20. 
Which is to train 90 new volunteer advocates by the 
end of 2020 so we can provide a CASA to more than 
100 children.”

In January, the Times Leader and Weis Markets 
announced a new program — “Times Leader & Weis 
Markets Year of Giving – Strengthening our Commu-
nities” — a partnership that will bring awareness to 
local charities.

“Weis Markets is proud to 
support CASA of Luzerne 
County in their mission to 
help abused and neglected 
children so that they will be 
safe and given the opportu-
nity to thrive,” said Dennis 
Curtin, Director of Public 
Relations for Weis Markets, 
Inc.

Each month, the Times 
Leader and Weis Markets will give a gift of $500 to 
a local charity. The charity will also be featured in a 
Sunday story in the Times Leader, along with a Weis 
message.

This month, CASA is the featured charity.
“We very much appreciate the opportunity to be 

included in the generous partnership with the Times 
Leader and Weis Markets which helps bring aware-
ness to CASA and our work on behalf of abused and 
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Caring About CASA in ‘Year of Giving’
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Executive Director John Aciukewicz in the CASA office on River Street in Plains Township.

neglected children in our community,” Aciukewicz 
said.

Aciukewicz said CASA is central to fulfi lling soci-
ety’s most fundamental obligation by making sure a 
qualifi ed, compassionate adult will fi ght for and pro-
tect a child’s right to be safe, to be treated with dig-
nity and respect, and to learn and grow in the security 
of a loving family.

Advocates are trained and supported by a full-time 
staff member. 
Each volun-
teer under-
goes 35 hours 
of pre-service 
training 
before they 
are sworn-in 
as a court 
appointed 
special advo-
cate. On aver-
age, a volun-
teer advocate 
spends 10-12 
hours each 
month on his 

or her case.
CASA of Luzerne County’s retention rate of volun-

teer advocates in 2018 was 86 percent — seven points 
higher than the Pennsylvania state average for other 
CASA programs.

Aciukewicz explained that a court appointed special 
advocate is a qualifi ed, compassionate volunteer who 
is committed to speaking up on behalf of a child’s 
best interest so these children can move from a place 
of transition to a safe, loving, permanent home. The 

presence of a compassionate, consistent, caring adult 
in the life of an abused or neglected child provides 
that child with a better opportunity to become a suc-
cess rather than a statistic in foster care. Be the differ-
ence…be the one!

Aciukewicz said on April 8 and April 30 at 5 p.m., 
an information session will be held at CASA to learn 
more about the role of a volunteer advocate.

CASA’s second annual NEPA Sings benefi t will be 

held on April 11 at 5:30 p.m. at the Kirby Center for 
the Creative Arts at Wyoming Seminary in Kingston. 
Cost is $25, and the community is invited to enjoy a 
cocktail hour and performance from 12 of Northeast 
Pennsylvania’s most talented singers.

Aciukewicz said, “At CASA, we seek to lift up a 
child’s voice, a child’s life.”

For more information about CASA of Luzerne 
County, NEPA Sings, and all CASA events, visit luzer-
necasa.org and follow CASA on Facebook.


